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Toronto, ON – “She was filled / with a longing and a hope / like the soft applause of the rain...”
A dance disappears as it is created.  But dance after dance after dance leave their marks physically on 
and in the body of the performer, a living archive of stored body-memory, more accurate and rich than 
any mode of recording.  At the quiet heart of I Have This For You is an 80-year-old dancer, Joanna 
Noble, who has come out of performing retirement to lend her stunning grace to a radically simple 
dance score (based on the work of 94-year-old choreographer Anna Halprin).  Even as Joanna 
demonstrates how lithe and athletic an elderly body can be, the simplicity of her movement also shows 
the immensity of the smallest flick or twist, when executed by muscles that hold 75 years of movement 
practice.   On the pushy busy margins of I Have This For You, continually trying to name, claim, or 
frame Joanna, is La Curateuse, a text-and-movement caricature of trendiness and theory in dance and 
performance (played by creator and choreographer Ara Glenn-Johanson as, in many ways, a parody of 
herself).  La Curateuse looks frantically forward and backward; Joanna remains present.  In the 
amusing Curateuse, the audience will be confronted with the possibilities and limitations of theorizing 
time in dance; in the rare opportunity to see Joanna in action, audiences will witness – live – the 
stunning grace of a dancer whose body bears the depth of eight decades of living.

Joanna and Ara have a close bond that extends beyond their shared stage.  As a close friend of her 
parents, Joanna has been in Ara's life since birth.  She watched Ara grow up, train as a dancer, and take 
up her family's trade by becoming a performer in her adulthood.  It is a fitting tribute to Ara and 
Joanna's history and the ideal of passing knowledge down through generations that they come together 
now to make this new dance work.

Created by: Ara Glenn-Johanson
Featuring: Joanna Noble & Ara Glenn-Johanson
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Ara Glenn-Johanson is a performer and creator of contemporary performance.  Her works have been 
curated in New York, San Francisco, Toronto, Boston, and San Diego at venues including ODC 
Theater, CounterPULSE, SOMArts, Videofag, Golden Gate Park Bandshell, and Mobius.  She's been 
an Artist In Residence at The Headlands Center for the Arts and San Francisco's The Garage, a 
recipient of a Fort Mason In Performance Grant (Hewlett Foundation), and choreographed Act 3: The 
Love Act for Taylor Mac's The Lily's Revenge at The American Repertory Theater.  As a performer, 
she's been seen in The Lily's Revenge at both The American Repertory Theater and The Magic Theater, 
The Donkey Show at The American Repertory Theater, Sitting in a Circle with Erika Chong Shuch 
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Performance Project, the international tour of This Is All I Need with Mugwumpin, Heeliomali and 
Trolley Dances with Epiphany Productions Sonic Dance Theatre, and can be seen in a small role for 
Warner Bros. Entertainment's feature film, The Judge, staring Robert Downey Jr. 

Joanna Noble is an 80 year old dancer and actress.  She's a Broadway veteran, having danced in five 
Broadway shows, including Applause and Woman of the Year with Lauren Bacall, Onward Victoria,  
and the original Broadway production of Chicago.  On screen, she can be seen in Six Degrees of  
Seperation and What Do You Say to a Naked Lady?  Joanna has spent her life as a dancer: beginning 
her ballet training at five years old, dancing en pointe in a Broadway show at 47 years old, and in dance 
class religiously, every week, until she was 68.  Regionally, she's played Mame in Auntie Mame, Vera 
in the musical of Mame, and was seen in Lorily with Carol Channing among many, many others.

PRESS FOR ARA GLENN-JOHANSON'S PAST WORK

"[Y]ou’re caught up in its sheer, gaudy, irrepressible theatricality...The idealized vision of  
marriage...is subjected to a forceful reality check in the third act. Wedded bliss proves not  
entirely blissful in a dream ballet by Ara Glenn-Johanson." - Don Aucoin, Boston Globe

“(Ara) is a strong, expressive vocalist — both live and in duets with herself on tape — and her  
solo became an intermittently moving meditation on loneliness and perseverance." - Rita  
Feliciano, SF Bay Guardian
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